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St John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 
520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN  55041 

651-345-3523 (church)      651-345-4092 (school) 

www.StJohnsLakeCity.com 

office@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

 

Second Sunday of Easter 
11 April 2021      8:00 and 10:30 A.M. 

 

Welcome!  Our whole church family is glad you’re here.  

As you listen to God’s Word may His peace and joy reside in 

your heart through Jesus’ work as your Savior. 

   We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship.  

We love babies in worship too because our Savior said, “Let the 

little children come to me.”  When babies need to cry loudly, the 

Parent’s Room (just outside our worship area) is a good place 

for them to let it all out so the rest of the worshipers can focus on 

God’s Word.  Then come back so we can all worship together. 

   If your hearing aids have T-Coils, set them to “on” and the 

service will be piped wirelessly to your ears. 

   We think it is wonderful when people want to receive Holy 

Communion, and we long for the day when all believers will be 

able to commune together.  Until then, we intend to follow the 

loving and Biblical teaching that those who commune together 

are to have expressed their unity in faith beforehand.  We are 

eager to explain all our teachings so people can compare them 

with the Bible and, if there is agreement, commune with us after 

that time. 

   We would love to stay in contact with you.  You may find a 

ministry card on the pew in front of you and fill it out.  God 

bless your week.  Come hear God’s Word with us again! 
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MEMBERS: please note that the ministry cards are designed 
to serve your needs too. 
 
Pre-Worship Prayer: —Martin Schalling 

Lord, let at last Your angels come;  
To Abram’s bosom bear me home that I may die unfearing, 
And in its narrow chamber keep My body safe in peaceful sleep 
until Your reappearing. And then from death awaken me that my 
own eyes with joy may see, O Son of God, Your glorious face, my 
Savior and my Fount of grace. Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer 
attend, my prayer attend, And I will praise You without end. 

 
Service of Word and Sacrament 

 

Worship Theme Christ Is Risen! Believe! 
 
Hymn #142* 

1. Come, you faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness! 

God has brought His Israel into joy from sadness. 

See the spring of souls today: Christ has burst His prison 

and from three days’ sleep in death as a sun has risen. 

2. All the winter of our sins, long and dark, is flying 

from His light, to whom we give laud and praise undying. 

Neither could the gates of death nor the tomb’s dark portal 

nor the watchers nor the seal hold Him as a mortal. 
 
Invocation and Confession of Sins 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ, and the love of God and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

P:   God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him with 

humble and penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our 

sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us. 
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C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 
sinful, and that I have disobeyed You in my thoughts, words, 

and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good.  For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in 

eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

P:   God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His 

only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 
Lord, Have Mercy (Kyrie Eleison) 

P: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts 

with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

P: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your 

love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan 

and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

P: For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those 

who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

P: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power 

and keep us in Your tender care. 
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P:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious!  His name is worthy of praise! 

 

Song of Praise #165 
 

1.  O sons and daughters of the King, 

whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing, 

today the grave has lost its sting! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

4.  That night th’ apostles met in fear; 

among them came their Lord most dear 

and said, “Peace be unto you here.” 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P: O risen Savior, You came to Your disciples and took away their 

fears with Your word of peace.  Come to us also by Your Word, and 

banish our fears with the comforting assurance of Your abiding 

presence. Lead us to believe in You whom we have not seen, for You 

are alive and You rule everything for our eternal good as God, co-

equal with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 

Epistle Lesson 1 John 5:1-6 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, 

and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. 
2This is how we know that we love the children of God: by 

loving God and carrying out his commands. 3This is love for 

God: to obey his commands.  And his commands are not 
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burdensome, 4for everyone born of God overcomes the world.  

This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.  
5Who is it that overcomes the world?  Only he who believes 

that Jesus is the Son of God. 6This is the one who came by 

water and blood—Jesus Christ.  He did not come by water 

only, but by water and blood.  And it is the Spirit who 

testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 

P:   You have heard the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm of the Day  Psalm 16  ( See next page ) 

 

Verse of the Day  John 11:25-26 
P: Alleluia!  Praise the Lord!  Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
P: Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. 

C: Those who believe in me will live, even though they die; 
P: and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you believe 

this?” 

C: Alleluia! 

 

Gospel John 20:19-31 (sermon text) 
19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the 

disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the 

Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and 

side.  The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you!  As the Father has 

sent me, I am sending you.” 22And with that he breathed on 

them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive 

anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, 

they are not forgiven.” 24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one 

of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 
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25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”  

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands 

and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into 

his side, I will not believe it.”   26A week later his disciples 

were in the house again, and Thomas was with them.  Though 

the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you!” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put 

your finger here; see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put 

it into my side.  Stop doubting and believe.”  28Thomas said to 

him, “My Lord and my God!”  29Then Jesus told him, 

“Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30Jesus did 

many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not recorded in this book. 31But these are written 

that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 

and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

P:   You have heard the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
Hymn of the Day #165 

 

5.  When Thomas afterwards had heard 

that Jesus had fulfilled His Word, 

he doubted if it were the Lord. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

6.  “Thomas, behold my side,” said He, 

“My hands, My feet, My body see; 

and doubt not, but believe in Me.” 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
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7.  No longer Thomas then denied; 

He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“You are my Lord and God,” he cried. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

8.  Blessèd are they that have not seen 

and yet whose faith has constant been; 

in life eternal they shall reign. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
Sermon John 20:21-23 

Who has the Authority to Forgive? 

 
Nicene Creed   

     We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is,     seen and unseen. 

     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

being with the Father.  Through Him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became 

fully human.  For our sake He was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day He 

rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

His kingdom will have no end. 

     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with 

the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
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Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come,  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread,  And forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us,  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

A note about Holy Communion to all communicants: Members of 

our sister churches in the WELS & ELS are welcome to participate 

with members of St. John’s.  At the appropriate time the pastor will 

direct you to peel off the cover from the “bottom” of the plastic 

chalice to reveal the bread.  Hold up your plastic chalice so the pastor 

can see when everyone is ready.  Then he’ll say Jesus’ words of 

institution for the bread, and we’ll all eat at the same time.  Then peel 

off the cover from the wine and hold up your plastic chalice.   The 

pastor will say Jesus’ words of institution for the wine, and we’ll all 

drink at the same time.  After the benediction someone will come 

around to pick up the material for disposal. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 

     P: The Lord be with you.    

C (sings): And also with you. 

     P: Lift up your hearts.        

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
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     P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love He 

has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.  He raised Christ from 

the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly realms 

and placed all things under His feet for the benefit of the Church. 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our 

God and the authority of His Christ.  To Him who sits on the throne 

and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever 

and ever. 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 

C (sings): Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  The whole 

earth is full of Your glory.  You are my God, and I will 

exalt You.  I will give You thanks, for You have become 

my salvation.  Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  

The whole earth is full of Your glory. 

 

Jesus’ Words of Institution  and  Distribution 

 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     C (sings): Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)  

C (sings): O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world.  Have mercy on us. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world.  Have mercy on us. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world.  Grant us Your peace.  Amen. 

 
Thank the Lord 

C (sings):  Thank the Lord and sing His praise.  Tell ev’ryone 

what He has done.  Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and 

proudly bear His name.  He renews His promises and leads 
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His people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving.  

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
Prayer after Holy Communion 
P: Hear the prayer of Your people, O Lord, that the lips which have 

praised You here may glorify You in the world, that the eyes which 

have seen the coming of Your Son may long for His coming again, 

and that everyone who has received Your forgiveness through Word 

or through Sacrament may be restored to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is alive and now reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and forever. 

C (sings): Amen. 

 
Blessing 

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on 

you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with favor and 

give you  peace. 

C (sings): Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 
Hymn #162 

1. He is arisen!  Glorious Word!     Now  

reconciled is God, my Lord.  The gates of heav’n are open. 

My Jesus did triumphant die, and Satan’s arrows broken lie, 

destroyed hell’s fiercest weapon.  Oh, hear what cheer! 

Christ victorious, rising glorious, life is giving! 

He was dead, but now is living! 

 
Memory Verse of the Month 2 Timothy 3:15 

From infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which 

are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus. 
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SERVING THE LORD AND US 
April 11, 2021 

 

Preacher: Pastor Nathan Cordes   651-448-3559    KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

Organist: Bob Wolff       Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross 
Flower Committee for April:  Lois Brinkman, Marilee Hinck, and Vonne Oliver 
 Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8  Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. PK 
 Miss Allison Hofland, Gr. K Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK 
 Mrs. Erin Achey, Gr. 1-2 Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5 
 

 

Some of the Ways We Responded to Jesus’ Love 

Holy Week Worship Attendance 
Maundy Thursday: 87 

Good Friday: 112 and 59 
Easter Sunday: 79, 104, and 85 = 268 

Plus all who watch the worship video or read the worship materials 

We thank the Lord for moving us to give generously for the spread of God’s Word! 
Monthly financial reports are available on the information desk  

or by email or U.S. Mail. 

WOMAN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY  is starting back up!  It will be 
held on at 6:30 PM April 12 at Krissa Jensen’s house: 312 W Lyon Ave. 
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BIRTHDAYS this week are; Mark Nibbe, Dale Lindberg, 
Vern Zimmermann, Chris Fischer, Aaron Kennedy, Barb Siewert, 
Lorie Schueller-Voigt, Thomas Malles, Brandon Sanford, Kathy 
Hinck, and Erin Achey.  Please send corrections and additions to 
the office Monday - Friday, 8 am - 3 pm at 345-3523 or email 
office@stjohnslakecity.com. 

EASTER LILIES AND FLOWERS  were provided by the 
following: Carol Plank in memory of Eugene Plank, Al & Mirian 
Holtan in memory of Alvin/Alice Johnson and Willard/Doris 

Holtan, Liz Tiedeman in memory of Bud and Kay Allen, Lois 
Brinkman in memory of Rudolph Brinkman, Julia Siefert and 
Diane Bergman in memory of Harold Siefert and Karen & Dennis 
Saathoff, Linda Kohrs in memory of Marlys Kohrs, the Meincke 
family in memory of Morris Meincke, the Rodman family to the 
glory of God, Pastor Nathan and Beth Kae Cordes from thanks 
to God for the Christian teachers and pastors who mentored us, 
Alter Guild to the glory of God, Joyce Zillgitt and family in 
memory of Curt Zillgitt, Gene and Cheryl Moyer to the glory of 
God.  The flowers “at Jesus’ feet” were placed there to the glory 
of God and in loving memory of Marie and Bob Burfeind by 
their children: Sandy and Mike Livermore, Charles and Sharon 
Burfeind, and Howard Burfeind. 

PHOTOGRAPHER NEEDED  For quite a few years we have 
enjoyed the services of a local photographer who took our 
Confirmation pictures for St. John’s.  That photographer is cutting 
way back on her photography business.  So we are looking for 
recommendations on another photographer.  Please inform our 
church office so we can set up interviews.  Thanks for your help. 

WHERE'S CHANNEL 18?  Mediacom is now broadcasting 
local religious programing on channel 13 rather than channel 18.   
HBC is still broadcasting local religious programing on channel 18. 

mailto:offcie@stjohnslakecity.com
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Opportunities for Learning and Spending Time Together Virtually 
April 11, 2021 – April 18, 2021 

Sunday 
  8:00 AM   Worship with masks 

and communion 
  8:00 AM   Live-stream on 

YouTube 
  9:15 AM   Teen Bible Study 
10:30 AM   Worship with masks 

and communion 
10:30 AM   Rebroadcast of 8 AM 

service on ch 18 
 

Monday  
  6:00 PM   School Board 
  6:30 PM   Woman’s Evening Bible 

Study  
 

Tuesday  
Pastor Cordes at District Pastors’ 

Conference until 
Thursday evening 

 

Wednesday  
  8:40 AM   Chapel    (on YouTube) 

Wednesday—cont. 
  3:00 PM – 7:00PM     Garage 

Sale Donation Drop 
Off 

  3:30 PM   No Catechism 
  7:00 PM   Rebroadcast of 

Wednesday’s service 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday  
 

Saturday 
 

Sunday 
  8:00 AM   Worship with masks 
  8:00 AM   Live-stream on 

YouTube 
  9:15 AM   Teen Bible Study 
10:30 AM   Worship with masks 
10:30 AM   Rebroadcast of 8 AM 

service on ch 18 or 13 
11:30 AM -1:30PM   Garage Sale 

Donation Drop Off 

LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY  Jesus is the expert on prayer, 
as one who prayed during His earthly ministry and as true God 
who answers prayer.  When Jesus gave us the Lord’s Prayer, He 
not only gave us a great prayer, more importantly He was 
teaching us how to pray.  Beginning April 5 Pastor Kom from 
Ascension Lutheran in Rochester will explore and apply the 
Lord’s Prayer in short video devotions called “Gospel 
Goodnight” devotions.  Each day’s devotions are posted at 5 PM 
here: https://www.ascensionrochester.org/page/gospel-
goodnight. 

https://www.ascensionrochester.org/page/gospel-goodnight
https://www.ascensionrochester.org/page/gospel-goodnight
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ALUMINUM  St. John’s has a collection shed for 
aluminum cans behind the church.  Thanks to everyone who 
deposits their aluminum cans there. 

WE’RE IN THIS TOGETHER  Now that more and more of 
our members are coming back for worship, good 
communication from everyone really helps.  You can reserve 
a place Sunday by Sunday.  Or you can be on the Every 
Sunday list—but if you’re not going to be here one Sunday, 
we need to know this so we can seat someone else in that 
place.  Thanks for your help.  It’s great when we’re all working 
together.  We can help each other get through this.  Soon 
enough reservations will become a thing of the past. 

 
HITTING A HOMERUN   (adapted from our Home Missions blog) 

Jesus was relational.  And he probably would have liked 
baseball too.  I mean, his ultimate goal is getting us home, 
right? 

I follow Jesus’ example in being relational.  My 14-year-
old son, Jackson, is quieter; but he shares my love of baseball.  
He’s played select ball since he was 8 years old with a young 
man named Gavin.  Gavin’s father, Harvey, has coached the 
boys for 6 years.  About five months ago, Harvey came to 
check out our new church building.  He knew that if I wasn’t 
at the ballpark, I’d be there.  He knew our family well outside 
of church and decided he was ready to find out what it was 
that made us church folks different. 

Now he only misses an opportunity to be at church if we 
have an early game on a Sunday morning.  He’s known to 
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wear coaching gear to Bible study or service so he can head 
right to the fields from church so he misses as little as 
possible.  He’s a fixture around Christ the Rock and will soon 
finish instruction classes and, God-willing, we will welcome 
him into membership. 

Baseball is a team sport.  So is mission work.  My family 
and I witness by our behavior and attitude at church and at 
the ballpark.  Now Harvey is really on our team too.  Baseball 
can seem like a slow sport, but then another game starts 
plenty of chances to try again.  Jesus is like that too.  He 
sometimes takes six years to work in the heart of a friend we 
see all the time.  But when someone you care about wants to 
know Jesus better ... WOW! 

In baseball often times you fail, but you never give up.  
Not every friend I develop a relationship with will come to 
church.  But I know that if I keep following the example Jesus 
set, his will is done.  All our “heroes” in the Bible struck out at 
some point.  Except Jesus.  He’s our ultimate Hall of Famer!  I 
don’t have to hit a home run every time because at the gates 
of heaven, God will see Jesus’ perfect record instead of my 
failures and pathetic stats.  And Harvey will be right there 
too, holding up Jesus’ perfect game as his when we play 
together for the Bethlehem Braves.  Or maybe the Jerusalem 
Giants?  Who knows. 
 
by Rev. James Skorzewski (Pastor Ski), our home missionary at Christ 
the Rock Lutheran in Hutto, Tex. 


